CHAPTER   XXI

15th February 1831

I left this pilgrimage centre on the afternoon of 12th February and
reached Patna on the 18th following the same old route. After I left a place
called Maihar till the 15th of this month there is not a drop of rain anywhere.
It is usual here that before and after Shivaratri rains generally set in and so
it rained heavily before and after Shivaratri here. An occasional hailstorm
is also experienced here. I heard that they had such a hailstorm. Within
a minute or two after dropping on the ground the hails melt away. Such
rains are harmful to crops like wheat. There will be the trouble of severe
cold from October end to the 15th of February. As soon as the trouble of winter
decreases summer sets in. If there are no rains during this season, it appears
that winter suddenly vanishes. There will be wintery cold in the mornings
till the end of the month Vaisakha mainly because of such rains. The days
will be as much hotter as the cold in the early hours of morning. Unable to
face this hot season Lord William Bentick went to Nepal region 27,000 feet
above sea level in the midst of the highest mountain range in the world, Himala-
yas. I spent time taking rest from 18th February to 4th March at Patna mainly
because of the incessant rains and also we had to make arrangements to fix up
Bajara boats. Master Green an Englishman gave me a letter of introduction
to Sir Charles Jil and through his good offices I had the good fortune to meet
big persons like H. Duggils, the Appeals Court Judge stationed at Patna and
others.
5th March 1831
Left Patna on the evening of 5th March. Engaged one house boat of
14 oars on a rent of one hundred and twelve rupees for me to travel along with
my family and another boat c Ullaki3 for the Palanquin bearers, tentmen,
tents and other luggage on a rent of seventy rupees and set out on our onward
journey. When I come to think of my association and the discussions I had
with Europeans like Duggils at Patna, Augustine Brooke at Banaras, who did
research in worldly affairs, I feel that the day is not far off when they may get
an annulment of the collection of tax at pilgrim centres like Tirupathi, Jaganna-
tham and Gaya. God alone knows what an amount of good fortune this annul-
ment would bring. Our rulers, the English feel dispassionately that we Indians
are getting spoilt. They come to this opinion seeing the outward signs of our
religious disposition. It will not be a wonder if they form such an opinion from
the things that are taking place as I hav/i already written. There are two
temples of Hari Hara at the confluence of the rivers Gandaki and Ganges
and every year more than a lakh of people visit this place. As several rivers
join Ganges there is plenty of water down from Patna in Ganges.